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Strategies for English Language

Learning and Reading

The EL instructional programme for primary schools 
that provides the instructional materials, teaching 

strategies and training to enable teachers to implement 
the EL syllabus.

STELLAR
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Confident Communicator
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Confident Communicator 
Programme

P5 Journalism

Applied Learning Programme
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Objectives of programme

• listen actively
• respond to questions with elaboration
• present confidently
• seek clarification
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Pupils learnt techniques of journalism –
• craft questions
• write scripts for an interview
• interview peers

• interviewing skills were foregrounded. They 

presented a topic clearly and succinctly in order to 

engage their listeners and audiences. 

• assume the role of an interviewer and an interviewee 

for this programme

• thinking on their feet
• Feedback will be provided on the pupils’ enactment
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COMPREHENSION

•Annotation/ Visualisation 

•Circle Underline Bracket (C.U.B)

Stimulus based Conversation

•A.R.O.PE 

Writing

•Modular Writing 

Key Department Strategies
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Purpose of Annotation
• To keep track of the story  

development

• To gain a deeper understanding of 
the text read
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Symbols for Surface Annotation
Circle the characters (who)

Box the setting (where) and the time 
(when)

Underline and round bracket the 
problem (what) (________________)

Underline and square bracket the 
solution (what) [________________]

Draw a squiggly line below words that 
we do not understand

Use double-headed arrows to link the 
pronouns/other noun phrases with their 
referents

T/P

Annotation
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5Ws and 1H
Who?
Where?
When?
What?
Why? How?

Annotation
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Annotation
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Circle Underline Bracket (CUB)
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A - Answer
R - Reason
O - Opinion
PE – Personal Experience

A.R.O.PE

Stimulus based Conversation

•A.R.O.PE 
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www.weetabix.co.uk/

A.R.O.PE

http://www.weetabix.co.uk/
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Look at the picture. Would you be interested in buying the biscuits?
Tell me why or why not.

Answer: Yes, I would like to buy the biscuits… 

Reason: …. because they look delicious/ I like eating biscuits…

Opinion: In my opinion/ I think…that they are 
conveniently/individually packed so I can just grab a packet before 
heading out the door.

Personal Experience: Every weekend, my mother usually buys 
biscuits that we can bring them to school for our daily meal break. At 
times we also eat biscuits during recess. There are variety of biscuits 
in the supermarket. My mother will buy those that appeal to our 
taste bud like the oatmeal biscuits.

A.R.O.PE
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Writing

•Modular Writing 

Writing
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Examples of show and tell sentences

Writing
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ASSESSMENT
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Standard English Lang. EOY
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COMPONENT CONTENT ITEM TYPE NO. OF ITEMS MARKS

Writing

27.5%

55 mks

1 hr 10 mins

Situational 

Writing

Continuous 

Writing 

Open-ended

Open-ended

1

1

15

40

Language Use

47.5%

95 mks

1hr 50 mins

Grammar

Vocabulary

Synthesis

Comprehension OE

(refer to next slide)

MCQ discrete

&

Open-ended

Booklet A 

&

Booklet B

28

67

Listening 

Comprehension

10%

20 mks

About 40 -45 mins

Listening 

Comprehension

MCQ discrete 20 items 20

Oral

15%

30mks

Prep – 5 mins

Testing about 10 mins

Reading Aloud

Stimulus-based  

Conversation

Open-ended

Open-ended

(1 visual 

stimulus)

1 passage

1picture

10

20
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Booklet A

Booklet B

Grammar
Vocabulary
Vocabulary Cloze
Visual Text Comprehension 

Grammar Cloze

Editing for Spelling and Grammar 

Comprehension Cloze: 
Information Text/Factual Recount

Synthesis &
Transformation

Comprehension OE

MCQ discrete
MCQ discrete
MCQ discrete
MCQ discrete

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

10
5
5
8

10

12

15

10

20
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Paper 1
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Situational 
writing
(sample Qn)
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CONTINUOUS 
Writing

• Based on a theme 
• To choose at least one picture
• Pictures are not linked. Hence, pupils 

need not use all three pictures. 
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Paper 2
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Visual Text 
Comprehension
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Visual Text-
Sample 
questions
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Comprehension Cloze
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Comprehension (open-ended)
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Sample Questions
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COMPONENT CONTENT ITEM TYPE NO. OF ITEMS MARKS

Writing

26.7%

40mks

1 hr 10 mins

Situational 

Writing

Continuous 

Writing 

Open-ended

Open-ended

1

1

10

30

Language Use

40%

60mks

1hr 20 mins

Grammar

Vocabulary

Synthesis

Comprehension

(refer to the next slide)

MCQ discrete

&

Open-ended

Booklet A 

&

Booklet B

20

40

Listening 

Comprehension

13.3%

20mks

About 40 -45 mins

Listening 

Comprehension

MCQ discrete 20 items 20

Oral

20%

30mks

Prep – 5 mins

Testing about 10 mins

Reading Aloud

Stimulus-based  

Conversation

Open-ended

Open-ended

(1 visual 

stimulus)

1 passage

1picture

10

20
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Booklet A

Booklet B

Grammar
Vocabulary
Punctuation
Visual Text Comprehension 

Form Filing

Editing for Grammar

Editing for Spelling 

Comprehension: Completion of Sentence

Comprehension Cloze

Synthesis &
Transformation

Comprehension OE
Passage A 
Passage B

MCQ discrete
MCQ discrete
MCQ discrete
MCQ discrete

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended

Open-ended
Open-ended
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How can parents help at home?

1. Having a conversation on topics / happenings in Singapore 
& around the world

2. Encourage reading - modelling good habit

3. Encourage your child to apply strategies taught in class e.g. 
annotation/ the C.U.B. strategy 

4. Get your child to share his/ her experience in school daily/ 
weekly.

5. Inculcate the value of perseverance
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Thank You.


